
Who is Makhno? 

Nestor Ivanovich Makhno, was a Ukrainian Anarchist born to a poor 
peasant family in the town of Hulyai Pole. He slaved as an unskilled 
worker in many jobs including a Shepard at the age of seven. Makhno 
became an anarchist while working in an iron foundry at the age of 16. 
In 1906 he joined the local revolutionary anarchist group and was 
arrested in both 1 906 and 1 907 for political assassinations which he 
was never found guilty of, and therefore released. In 1910 he was 
arrested with 1 3 others and sentenced to death by hanging, but because 
of his youth and the hard work of his mother he was commuted to life 
in prison with hard labor. Makhno' s brutal experiences in prison 
deepened his disgust of the state and manifested itself later during the 
revolution where his first acts upon entering a city or town was to 
liberate the prisoners and smash the prisons. In 1917, during the 
February Revolution, Makhno along with all other political prisoners, 
was set free from prison. Upon returning the Hulyai Pole he 
immediately set to organizing an anarchist union, which he replicated 
in surrounding towns. The anarchist unions became Soviets of 
Peasants, spreading the anarchist revolution to all aspects of life. The 
revolution was moving quickly in and around Hulyai Pole and land 
was collectivized, or taken from the bourgeois and disseminated 
amongst the people. Hulyai Pole and its surrounding areas were 
invaded by German and Austrian troops, after the land was signed over 
to them by the Leninist regime. Makhno organized uprisings by the 
peasants and armed them with stolen weapons, while simultaneously 
leaving for Russia to see what was happening to the anarchists under 
the rule of the Bolsheviks. He witnessed first hand the betrayal of the 
revolution by the Bolsheviks and their leader Lenin. The Bolsheviks 
sent Makhno back to Hulyai Pole where he was arrested for carrying 
revolutionary pamphlets, but then released by a Jewish anarchist who 
paid his bail. Makhno immediately took to organizing the peasants to 



revolt against the occupying Autrian- German forces and began what is 
known as the "makhnovist movement" or "Makhnovshchina." 
Makhnovshchina was something like an army of Robin Hood bandits. 
Securing for the peasants what the rich had wrongfully taken from 
them and then protecting it. This helped bring about the establishment 
of libertarian communism, or "anarcho-communism" in the Ukrain. 
The workers Soviets took control of production and distribution, and 
worker communes or collectives sprung up all over. Under the 
anarchist maxim "from each their ability, to each their need" work was 
shared as well as the wealth it produced. Eventually the 
Makhnovshchina was able to defeat the White Army but suffered 
heavily the repression of the Russian Red Army. The 
Makhnovshchina attempted multiple times to negotiate with the 
Bolshevik regime over their right to live in an autonomous society, 
failing each time. First Lenin, and then Trotsky refused to accept the 
autonomy and libertarian principles of the Ukraine. Eventually 
Trotsky's Red Army succeeded in defeating the Makhnovshchina, 
after years of struggle for independence and refusal to merge with the 
Russian Red Army. Makhno escaped to Romania and then later 
France. After exile from western Europe Makhno remained an active 
anarchist, influencing anarchists like Buenaventura Durrutti who 
carried many of Makhno's ideas with him into the anarchist revolution 
in Spain. Makhno continued to write for anarchist publications and 
published "the Organizational Platform of the Libertarian 
Communists" with a group called Dielo Trouda (Worker's Cause), 
examining the failure of anarchism in Russia and looking towards a 
more organized anarchist movement as the solution. The platform is 
still a major source of debate amongst anarchists today because of it's 
insistence on strong and tight organization. Another highly influential 
text printed by Makhno while in exile is "My Struggle Against the 
State," which is also still in print and easily found. 
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